
Cooperstown City Council 
 

October 7, 2019 – City Hall – 7:00 PM 
 

Mayor Paintner called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Members present included Paul 
Paintner, Nic Zimprich, Lee Watne, Deb Eslinger, Larry Olson and Rick Cushman.  
Absent: Tim Erickson.  Others in attendance: Blaine Larson and Nancy Lunde.  
   
Agenda & Minutes:  Cushman moved, Olson seconded, to approve the agenda with 
additions and corrections.  Motion carried unanimously.  The minutes from the 
September 9, 2019 meeting were approved with a motion from Cushman, seconded by 
Eslinger with one correction noted, the addition of Dave Larson to Others in Attendance.  
Motion carried unanimously.  Eslinger moved, Olson seconded, to approve the minutes 
from the September 23, 2019 Special Meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Final Budget:  After discussion Eslinger moved, Cushman seconded, to approve the 
2020 Final Budget with a property tax levy for the general fund of $214,737.00.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Dept. Reports:   
WSS: Blaine Larson reported on the activities of the city crew for the past month.  There 
was discussion of the lack of applications for the Public Works Department position.  
The council reviewed the 3 bids submitted for the demolition of the house located on 
city property.  Zimprich moved, Cushman seconded, to approve the bid submitted by 
Dirt Pro for $8,000.00 for the demolition of the house located at 1005 Park Ave. NE. 
Recused due to conflict of interest: Eslinger.  Motion carried unanimously.    
 
Auditor Report:  Nancy Lunde provided the auditor’s monthly financial report, payroll 
report and list of receipts.  She asked the council to review the information provided by 
the Deputy Auditor.  The auditor asked the city council to approve the certifying of 
unpaid utility bills to property taxes of residents within the city.  Eslinger moved, 
Zimprich seconded, to approve the certifying of unpaid utility bills to the property taxes 
of Robert Hook-$569.44, Donna Campbell-$716.80, LBJ 401K PSP-$1,169.44, 
Rushmore Land Management-$569.44, Neal Watne-$490.00, Austin McCardle-
$108.50, E.C. Turner-$108.50, Scott Helmer-$108.50 & Lawrence Whitaker (5 
properties)-$1040.52.  Motion carried unanimously.  Nancy asked the council to 
consider a transfer of funds from the water and sewer funds into the Odegard Alley 
Water & Sewer Fund.  This project is completed, and the city needs to move funds into 
this fund as the city’s financial portion of the project.  Cushman moved, Zimprich 
seconded, to approve the transfer of funds, 80% from the water fund and 20% from the 
sewer fund into Fund 415 the Odegard Alley Water & Sewer Fund to give this fund a 
zero balance as the project is completed.  Motion carried unanimously.  The auditor 
informed the city council that the city buildings will no longer be insured through N.D. 
State Fire and Tornado.  The North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund requires the city to 
choose a new vendor for the building insurance.  The city will need to choose their 
vendor and send an Agent of Record form to the NDIRF to inform them of who the city 



will be working with to insure all their buildings.  We cannot get bids from the insurance 
agents, we need to choose an agent.  A representative from the NDIRF came to 
measure city hall and review city building information with the auditor.  He stated he 
would be sending a letter to the Council regarding unlocked buildings.  The NDIRF does 
not look favorably on any unlocked doors and buildings.  They would look at whether 
they wish to insure any buildings and furnace and boiler rooms that are not locked.  The 
danger to employees and possibility of damage to equipment is too high.             
   
Bills:  The council reviewed the bills with discussion on several.  The bills listed were 
approved to be paid with a motion from Watne, seconded by Olson.  There was a roll 
call vote with all members in favor.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Permits: Zimprich moved, Olson seconded, to approve Di’s Oasis Liquor License.  
Recused due to conflict of interest: Cushman.  Motion carried unanimously.  Cushman 
moved, Olson seconded, to approve Lisa Martens Demolition Permit.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
     
The next regular City Council meeting will be November 4, 2019.  Eslinger moved, 
Olson seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:55 pm. 
 
 
 
  
_________________________                   __________________________ 
     Nancy Lunde, City Auditor                          Paul Paintner, Mayor   
        
    
 





 


