
Cooperstown City Council 
 

November 4, 2019 – City Hall – 7:00 PM 
 

Mayor Paintner called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Members present included Paul 
Paintner, Nic Zimprich, Lee Watne, Deb Eslinger, Larry Olson and Tim Erickson.  
Absent: Rick Cushman.  Others in attendance: Jim Tenneson, Jan Tenneson, Jayme 
Tenneson, Phil Fowler, Derek Simonsen, Ervin Vogt, Chad Johnson and Nancy Lunde.  
   
Agenda & Minutes:  Eslinger moved, Olson seconded, to approve the agenda with 
additions and corrections.  Motion carried unanimously.  The minutes from the October 
7, 2019 meeting were approved with a motion from Zimprich, seconded by Olson.  
Motion carried unanimously.  Zimprich moved, Watne seconded to approve the minutes 
from the October 22, 2019 Special Meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
GCC:  Phil Fowler, AD/IT and Derek Simonsen, Elementary Principal from Griggs 
County Central attended the meeting with information regarding a Car Line Pickup 
System the school would like to utilize for the students.  They explained how this 
process would work and asked for support from the City Council.  There were questions 
asked about closing streets and adding signage to help with confusion and congestion.  
Zimprich moved, Eslinger seconded, to support the utilization at Griggs County Central 
of the GCC Car Line Pickup System.  Motion carried unanimously.    
 
Blight Hearing:  Mayor Paintner asked for a motion to adjourn the regular city council 
meeting.  Eslinger moved, Zimprich seconded, to adjourn the regular city council 
meeting.  Mayor Paintner opened the public hearing at 7:15 pm.  Members present 
included Paul Paintner, Lee Watne, Tim Erickson, Nic Zimprich, Larry Olson and Deb 
Eslinger.  Others in attendance were Jim Tenneson, Jan Tenneson, Jayme Tenneson, 
Phil Fowler, Derek Simonsen, Ervin Vogt, Chad Johnson and Nancy Lunde, City 
Auditor.  The public hearing regarding the Blighted Building at 1515 15th St. NE, 
Cooperstown ND and owned by Jan Tenneson was held. Erickson moved, Olson 
seconded, to declare the building located at 1515 15th St. NE, Cooperstown, ND as a 
blighted building and issuing their final decision and order on the building as defined in 
Ordinance No. 2017-2(2) and/or Ordinance No. 2017-2(3).  Building to be demolished, 
repaired or removed, the cost shall constitute a lien against said real property.  Owner 
to remove garage by December 10, 2019 and the house by June 1, 2020.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  The hearing was closed.  Zimprich moved, Olson seconded, to 
adjourn the public hearing.  Zimprich moved, Olson seconded, to reconvene the regular 
city council meeting. 
 
NDIRF:  After discussion of instructions by North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund to 
secure a local vendor for the city building insurance policies, Eslinger moved, Olson 
seconded, to designate Insure Forward as the City of Cooperstown’s local agent to 
administer their North Dakota Fire & Tornado policies for the 2020-2021 coverage 
period.  Aye: Zimprich, Watne, Eslinger and Olson.  Nay: Erickson.  Motion carried.  
Nancy also reported on a property survey conducted by the NDIRF.  The report 



provided information with suggestions regarding unlocked doors at city hall, the firehall 
and the meeting rooms.  There are several areas outside that need repair and paint to 
protect the building from the elements.  There is a propane tank that needs to have 
barriers around it to mitigate the risk of a vehicle impact.  Nancy Lunde will look into 
locks for doors and see that the other issues are also resolved.     
 
Farm Lease:  Nancy Lunde reported the cropland lease ends in December and asked 
the council if they wished to make any changes or renew the lease.  After discussion of 
the current lease terms Eslinger moved, Olson seconded, to approve the renewal of the 
cropland lease for an additional 3 years with no changes, with David Heinz.  Motion 
carried unanimously.     
 
Dept. Reports:   
WSS: Chad Johnson reported on the activities of the city crew for the past month.  He 
presented an estimate for repairs to the 1990 Topkick GMC and there was discussion of 
a purchase of a wheel kit to replace the skids on the plow for that truck.  Olson moved, 
Watne seconded to approve the purchase of wheels for the 1990 Topkick GMC plow.  
Motion carried unanimously.     
 
Auditor Report:  Nancy Lunde provided the auditor’s monthly financial report, payroll 
report and list of receipts.  She asked the council to review the information provided by 
the Deputy Auditor.  The city Christmas party will be held December 13, 2019.  Mayor 
Paintner proclaimed the week of December 1-7, 2019 as a week dedicated on giving to 
the elderly and disabled in our community with a focus on Giving Tuesday, December 
3rd.  Eslinger moved, Erickson seconded, to approve this proclamation.  Motion carried 
unanimously.     
 
Bills:  The council reviewed the bills with discussion on several.  The bills listed were 
approved to be paid with a motion from Eslinger, seconded by Olson.  There was a roll 
call vote with all members in favor.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
The next regular City Council meeting will be December 2, 2019.  Watne moved, 
Erickson seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:18 pm. 
 
 
  
_________________________                   __________________________ 
     Nancy Lunde, City Auditor                          Paul Paintner, Mayor   
        
       





 


